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“Enriches and complicates African American and women’s history by connecting threads of
race, gender, class, and region.” —Darlene Clark Hine, John A. Hannah Professor of History,
Michigan State University Winner of the Liz Carpenter Award from the Texas State Historical
Association Women of all colors have shaped families, communities, institutions, and societies
throughout history, but only in recent decades have their contributions been widely recognized,
described, and celebrated. This book presents the first comprehensive history of Black Texas
women, a previously neglected group whose 150 years of continued struggle and some
successes against the oppression of racism and sexism deserve to be better known and
understood. Beginning with slave and free women of color during the Texas colonial period and
concluding with contemporary women who serve in the Texas legislature and the United States
Congress, Ruthe Winegarten organizes her history both chronologically and topically. Her
narrative sparkles with the life stories of individual women and their contributions to the work
force, education, religion, the club movement, community building, politics, civil rights, and
culture. The product of extensive archival and oral research and illustrated with over 200
photographs, this groundbreaking work will be equally appealing to general readers and to
scholars of women’s history, black history, American studies, and Texas history. “Occasionally a
book comes along that is monumental in scope, overwhelming in amount of research, and so
powerful in its impact as to be categorized at once as a lasting contribution to our knowledge of
humankind. Black Texas Women is one of those rare books.” —The Journal of American History

Black Texas Women is an inspiring introduction to the struggles and accomplishments of black
women in Texas since the days of the Republic.... It is through the work of Ruthe Winegarten and
others like her that scarce and scattered records are being uncovered, preserved, and
protected. ― Texas Books in ReviewOccasionally a book comes along that is monumental in
scope, overwhelming in amount of research, and so powerful in its impact as to be categorized
at once as a lasting contribution to our knowledge of humankind. Black Texas Women is one of
those rare books.... Highly recommended. ― Journal of American HistoryOccasionally a book
comes along that is monumental in scope, overwhelming in amount of research, and so
powerful in its impact as to be categorized at once as a lasting contribution to our knowledge of
humankind. Black Texas Women is one of those rare books.... Highly recommended. ― Review
of Texas BooksWinegarten, a prolific and competent independent scholar of Texas history,
enriches understanding of the Lone Star State with this long-needed and well-done study of the
African American women of Texas, from the Spanish colonial era to the present. ― Choice --This
text refers to the paperback edition.ReviewBlack Texas Women is an admirable achievement.
Ruthe Winegarten has produced an innovative state study of Black women that will surprise



students, scholars, and general readers. This unique book, with its lively writing, numerous
documents and photographs, enriches and complicates African American and women's history
by connecting threads of race, gender, class, and region. -- Darlene Clark Hine, John A. Hannah
Professor of History, Michigan State University --This text refers to the paperback edition.About
the AuthorThe late Ruthe Winegarten, an independent scholar, has written, coauthored, and
edited numerous books. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Read more
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Loretta Cook, “It is a very good book, good condition. What lead me to purchase this book was
that I was researching a relative and I thought I may have found some mention of her in this
book. I was born in Texas and even went to school briefly in El Paso. Although I found the book
to be very informative I could not find the information that I needed. It is a very good book, good
condition. About the time you would learn Texas history, this book teaches you things that are not
part of the curriculum.”

C James, “Great book. Ruthe did a wonderful job. If you like African American and women's
history then you'll love this book.”

Irma C. Aguirre, “Four Stars. The book arrived in good condition and I haven't finished reading.”

Frances James, “Black Texas Women. The book arrived in excellent condition on Dec.23rd! It
was to late to be given to a friend as a Christmas gift but I will present it to him later. I understand
how and why a lot of gifts were delayed so as adults to do not need to believe in Santa Claus
anymore it does not matter.Sincerely,Frances James”

The book by Ruthe Winegarten has a rating of  5 out of 4.9. 8 people have provided feedback.
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